
Self-study material 
to improve your WRITING

General advice for academic writing:
https://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/

http://advice.writing.utoronto.ca/

Paragraph writing:
https://www.victoria.ac.nz/llc/llc_resources/academic-wri-
ting/

http://learning.londonmet.ac.uk/epacks/english/ifp/buspa-
thway/unit3.html

http://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/ld/resources/writing/gram-
mar/grammar-guides/paras

Research report:
Step by step guidance on how to write each part of a re-
search report (abstract, introduction, methods, results, dis-
cussion, conclusion). An excellent resource!
https://education.exeter.ac.uk/ojs/index.php/inspire/pages/
view/research_article

Punctuation:
http://www.grammarbook.com/

http://www.thepunctuationguide.com/index.html

Grammar:
https://www.ego4u.com/en/cram-up/grammar

http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/inhalt_grammar.htm

http://www.grammarbook.com/

Books:
Betty Azar’s, Fundamentals of English Grammar (intermedi-
ate); Understanding and Using English Grammar (advanced)

Raymond Murphy’s English Grammar in Use (intermediate)

Academic Phrasebank, University of Manchester:
Helpful English phrases for academic writing arranged by function 
and by the sections of a research paper. “The items … are mostly 
content neutral and generic in nature; in using them, therefore, 
you are not stealing other people’s ideas and this does not cons-
titute plagiarism. For some of the entries, specific content words 
have been included for illustrative purposes, and these should be 
substituted when the phrases are used….Designed primarily for 
academic and scientific writers who are non-native speakers of 
English.” (http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/ )

Essay writing:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwjmMtTVO1g
http://www.library.dmu.ac.uk/Support/Heat/index.
php?page=482

Writing a thesis or dissertation:
http://www.learnerassociates.net/dissthes/

Paraphrasing and summarizing:
https://emedia.rmit.edu.au/learninglab/sites/default/files/
Paraphrasing_2013_Accessible.pdf
http://studyskills.curtin.edu.au/academicintegrity/para-
phrasing-and-summarising/
https://www.lsbm.ac.uk/assets/pdf/paraphrasing_summari-
sing_lecture_exercises.pdf
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academicwriting/avoi-
ding-plagiarism-paraphrasing
http://intranet.exeter.ac.uk/insess/litrev/summary/para-
phrase%201.htm
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe-writing-centre/referenceeffec-
tively-avoid-plagiarism/paraphrasing
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academicwriting/sum-
marizing

Plagiarism: http://www.uefap.com/writing/

Referencing: http://www.citethisforme.com/guides
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/citing-yoursources/
avoiding-plagiarism-cite-your-source
Books:
For footnotes (in American style): Kate Turabian’s A Manual 
for Writers.

For British style referencing: Pears & Shield’s Cite them 
Right.

Excellent websites for Author-Date (Harvard) referencing: 
https://libweb.anglia.ac.uk/referencing/harvard.htm

Test Prep:
IELTS Writing Tests: http://takeielts.britishcouncil.org/prepare-
yourtest/free-practice-tests/writing-practice-test-1-ielts-acade-
mic

http://www.ieltsbuddy.com/ielts-writing.html

TOEFL Writing Tests: https://www.englishclub.com/esl-exams/
ets-toeflpractice-writing.htm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zx3AXbGWNbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hKJTJv4bjY


